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Surface finishing processes:
Lapping

Honing

Buffing

Burnishing

Super finishing



1) Lapping

 It is a surface finishing process used for a flat or 

cylindrical surfaces(mainly external).

 It means rubbing a surface by means of a 

lap(which is made of a material softer than a 

lap)

 Lapping is done to produce:

1)To produce geometrically true surface.

2)To correct minor imperfections in shape.

3)To obtain fine dimensional accuracy to provide 

a very close fit between contact surfaces.







4) To secure a fine surface finish.

Lapping methods:

1)Hand lapping for flat work

Applications-press work dies, dies & metallic moulds for 

castings, surface plates, engine valves & valves seats, piston  

rings

2)Hand Lapping for external cylindrical work( Ring 

lapping)

Applications: stepped plug gauges &

gauges made in small quantities.





2. Honing









3. Buffing







4. Super finishing









5. Burnishing




