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 Shaving 

 Putting on make-up 

 Reading a map 

 Reaching behind you to 
spank kids 

 Not using a seatbelt 

 Driving under the 
influence  

 Driving at an unsafe 
speed 

 Failing to stop or 
yield 

 Unsafe passing of 
another vehicle 

 Tailgating 

 Not using blinkers 

 Others?  
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*Though perhaps in a different category, eating when driving and 
using cell phones can compromise your response time by 
distracting you and by removing one hand from the steering 
wheel.  



 Road rage is driving under the influence of too 
much anger.   

 Provoked by: 
◦ Feeling endangered by someone else’s driving 

(another driver cuts you off or tailgates you). 

◦ Resentment at being forced to slow down 

◦ Righteous indignation at someone who breaks traffic 
rules 

◦ Anger at someone taking out their road rage on you 

 Therapy for road rage:  
◦ Take a deep breath and just let it go!     
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 Poor visibility 
◦ Night time driving 

(Fatality rates/mile are 4 
times higher at night.) 

◦ Dust storms 

◦ Rain storms 

◦ Windshield wipers not 
effective 

 Poor road conditions 
◦ Slippery surfaces from 

weather 

◦ Road not properly 
maintained  

 Improper vehicle 
maintenance 
◦ Inadequate brakes 

◦ Worn tread on tires 

◦ Hoses, belts 

◦ Inadequate acceleration 

◦ Headlight(s) out 

 Other? 
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 Daytime running lights 
◦ (Headlights that are on whenever 

vehicle is running) 

 Lap/shoulder safety belts  
◦ Reduce risk of moderate-to-fatal 

injuries by approximately 50%. 

 Air bags for driver & 
passenger 
◦ Combined with lap/shoulder 

belts, they reduce risk of fatality 
by another 10%. 

 Side impact airbags 

 Ability to disengage airbags 

 Child safety seats 
◦ Note:  Children in child 

seats should not be placed 
in the front seat of cars 

 Anti-lock brakes 

 Safety cages built into 
the vehicle framework 

 If buying a new car, ask 
about side-impact 
collision data. 

 Other? 
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 When driving on a road that is new to you: 
◦ You eyes tend to scan the road from left to right which is 

an excellent driving habit. 
◦ We tend not to scan when in familiar territory. 

 How closely can you safely follow another car?  
◦ We tend to follow based on how much of the road we can 

see 
 A long hood causes us to follow at a greater distance (since 

you have to look over the hood to see the street). 

 Drivers with shorter hoods tend to follow more closely 

◦ Use the 2 or 4 second rule 
 Good driving conditions, keep a 2 second distance behind 

 Poor driving conditions, keep a 4 second distance behind 
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 Golf Carts 

 

 Gator Vehicles 

 

 

 Toro Vehicles 
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 Did you know that defensive driving applies 
NOT ONLY to licensed vehicles such as cars 
and trucks but also to unlicensed vehicles 
such as golf carts and Gators? 

8 



 Carts roll easier 

 Carts always 
operate near 
pedestrians 

 Carts run silently 

 Other motor 
vehicles have the 
right-of-way 
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 Center of gravity is 
lower than most 
vehicles 

 In a collision – the 
cart ALWAYS loses! 
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 Applies to ALL operators of service carts on  
campus-electric or gas powered 

 ALL users must have a current/valid driver’s 
license in possession 

 Drivers must be 18 years of age or older 
 All drivers must be trained in cart operation 
 ALL employees operating carts must comply 

with all traffic laws 
 Employees are responsible for understanding 

and complying with the manufacturer’s 
operating recommendations 
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 Always check 
behind the vehicle 
before backing 

 No more 
occupants that the 
number of seats 

 Keep hands and 
feet inside the 
vehicle 

 Drive slow 
 Avoid steep grades 
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 Conduct a visual 
check of the cart  
before driving 

 Do the brakes 
work? 

 Check for correct 
tire pressure 
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 Check for obstacles 
or pedestrians 
around the vehicle 

 Adjust mirrors 

 Check lights & turn 
signals 

 Be sure everything is 
properly stored 
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 Obey ALL traffic signs 

 Do not exceed cart weight capacity 

 Sudden stops or changes in direction may result in 
loss of control 

 Keep hands and feet inside at all times when cart is 
moving 

 Avoid tipping over – drive straight up or down a slope 

 Always remain seated 

 Slow down before and during turns 

 Reduce speed, use extra care in inclement weather 
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 Are you tired, upset, fatigued, ill? 
 Are you taking prescription or over-the-counter 

medication? 
 Are you emotionally upset? 
 
NOTE: No one is allowed to drive 
a USC vehicle while under the 
 influence of alcohol! 
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 Pedestrians have the 
right of way 

 Avoid sidewalks when 
possible 

 Drive slow 
 Avoid driving during 

class change times , if 
possible. 

 Avoid driving on the 
grass unless necessary 
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 Do not dismount 
vehicle before it has 
come to a complete 
stop 

 Engage the brake 

 Turn off the engine 

 Take the key 
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 If you are driving at night does the cart have: 
◦ working headlights? 

◦ brake lights? 

◦ turn-signal lights 

 Drive cautious – pedestrians may not see you 
coming. 

 Check the lights before driving at night. 
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 Always tie-down your 
load 

 Always set your brake 
once you get to your 
destination 

 After loading, check 
to see if all four 
wheels still touching 
the ground? 
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 Do not exceed load 
capacity 

 Balance the load 
 Secure the load 
 Be sure you can see 

behind the vehicle 
 Loads can change on 

steep grades 
 No one rides in the back 
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 Know the vehicle you are driving. 

 Be aware of your surroundings. 

 Do not “horse around” with the vehicle 

 Drive slow. 
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